
August 31,2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
Artn FCC Commissioner 
445 12”’ St N W  
Washington, D C  20554 

Re RM-  I0787 - Elimination 01. Morse requirements from the Amateur Radio Service 

To The  Cornmiwon. 

I ani submitting my commcnts o n  peiition number RM-10787 submitted by the National 
Confercnce 01 Volunteer Exam Coordinators (NCVEC) on the ellminatlon o f  Morsc code 
a\  ;I rcquircment for tlic Amateur Radio Service I a i n  a licensed Amateur Extra and have 
hecn acti\’c in Amateur Radio since 1992 

The Mouse code rcquircinent i s  dcfrimental to the advanccment of the ar t  and should be 
cliininated a \  uthor izcd by the WRC-03 council decision I f u l l y  rupport the dccision 
m d  rcawiiing of thc NCVEC in t h i s  request and scc the elimination of thc Morse 
rcquircinent as nccesaary to keep Amatcur Radlo relevant and progressive into the 21” 
cciitur) In  particular. 

I )  M t m c  code IS not utilizcd by any  milrtary, marltime, or other industry outside of 
A iiidtcur Radio 

2) The Morsc requiremcnt, dcapitc opponent’s argumenta otherwise, has never bcen 
hewn to producc bcttcr or morc dedicated operators. 

3) Thc Morre rcquircment i s  dcterring ncw operators fromjoining the Amateur 
Radio ranks a \  the q u i r c m e n t  is  vicwcd as old and not relevant for modern day 
conirnuniciltions TIii\ ni2kc.s the ciitire Amateur Radio Service appear to bc out 
ot t ~ u c l h  with modern rcalitics 

i) ‘ lhcrc arc Over 1,uOU mode\ or corniiiunicarion aliowcd Ior u b e  i n  the Amdcu i  
Service, yet Morse code IS the only one that i s  held to this higher testing standard 

5) The Morse rcquircment has traditional and liistorical significance, but this IS not 
icawn enough to force othcrwiw compctcnt operators to lcarn this 150 ycar old 
tcchiiology 



In addition to the abovc, i f  thc Commission \hould see the need keep a practical tcst in 
licu of thc Morsc requircment, I would propose that aspect5 o f  Amateur Radio be tested 
that focus on broader actual application relevant to a licensed amateur. This procedure 
could be built around thc following practical labs that can bc changed for each licensc 

l o r  cxamplc 

Demonstratioii o f  basic antenna ~ ~ n s t r u c t i o n  skills 
Demonstration o f  basic clectronic coniponcnt idcntification (resistor and capacitor 
valucs, diode types, ctc ) 
Deinonstration of basic soldering skills 
Dcmonstration o f  baric ski l ls  with a voltmeter 
E t C  

Thc abo\)e prx:icaI tehts (or other tests designed around this idca) offer amatcurs the 
chance to practicc and display broadly urcd skills that apply to virtually every aspect of 
the Amatclr Scrvicc This I C  far morc uscful and realistlc than thc existing Morbe code 
rcqu ircnieii t uti1 izcd today 

ln aumrnary, I am in f u l l  support 01 thc elimination o f  the Morse requlrement from the 
Ainatcur Radio Servicc and rcspectfully request that the commission act on this mattcr 
quickly Thank you for dlowing mc to commcnt on thrh important proposal 

Sinccrcly, 

L 


